Congress-League Pact
1916
THERE WERE a number of conferences during the second half of
1916. There was a new wave of political life in the country under the
leadership of Tilak, Mrs. Besant and Jinnah.
Tilak had as yet no place in the Congress, for under the compro-
mise reached at the Bombay session, he had to wait a year before
he could influence that august body. He, therefore, fell back upon his
idea of a Home Rule League, which he started in April 1916, six
months before Mrs. Besant started hers. Though his league accepted
the creed of the National Congress, and even Srinivasa Sastri was
pleased with it, the Government looked on Tilak's activities with
great suspicion.
On May i a Provincial Political Conference was held at Bel-
gaum, at which Tilak moved a compromise resolution pleading for
co-ordination between the Extremists and the Moderates. Gandhi
who attended the conference spoke in Hindi. Gandhi stood for a
genuine compromise and pointed out: "If they passed the resolu-
tion in the idea that after joining the Congress they would drive away
the opponents in it, neither the Congress nor the Extremists would
gain anything, nor the country." Gandhi affirmed that he himself
was neither a Moderate nor an Extremist.
The Government wanted to silence Tilak. They picked up three of
his speeches delivered at Belgaum and Ahmadnagar to prosecute
him. Mr. Binning, in opening the case on May 7 before the district
magistrate, Poona, did not hesitate to call Tilak's declarations of
loyalty as a mere cloak to defend himself from the clutches of law.
The magistrate was of opinion that Tilak "wanted to disaffect his
audience towards the Government". Under section 108 of Cr.P.
Code, he directed Tilak to enter into a bond for good behaviour
for one year for a sum of Rs. 20,000 in his own recognizance and in
two securities of Rs. 10,000 each.